2011 Come to the Table Conferences

World Café Notes

Piedmont: February 18, Winston-Salem, NC

East: February 25, Kenansville, NC

West: March 11, Black Mountain NC
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PIEDMONT NORTH CAROLINA
Question #1 – How can faith communities create transformative food ministries that build long-term food security in both urban and rural communities?
· Fields of Hope

· Community Farming and Gardening -Organize “Master Gardener” volunteers

· Congregations push to have local markets accept food stamps and/or speed the payment and paperwork process

· Congregations in food deserts establish or bring in mobile food markets

· Community supper to teach how to cook good seasonal food.

· Find communities between rural and urban groups

· Identify real not perceived needs, networking, communication

· Identify resources: partners are key - county and state, other churches and funders, social and community organizations
· Rather than just give food away, participate in community gardens (sense of ownership)

· Restoration ministries, not just food ministries

· Food production as a way (a vehicle) to build sustainable community

· Everyone relates to food –use food to relate to each other

· Food security is linked to economic security

· Create permanent systems of hunting (sourcing) and gathering 

· Share resources equally

· Connect communities to improve food security 

· Employ individuals to work on food insecurity

· Promote action and education

· Present issues as a way to bring communities together rather than combat each other
· Find truth in all perspectives

· Find strength in community to create long term change

· There is flexibility in a community based model 

· Create partner ships

· Empower people with resources

· Renew connection with food and food production-

· Access (direct or purchased)

· Nutrition

· Safety

· Involve those in need in early stages –planning etc. Location/transport

· Community gardens at churches –urban or rural

· Skills training facility in food growing (rural)

· Promoting, education about comm.. gardens that already exist

· Teaching kids about how food is grown

· Making church kitchens available for cooking classes, canning, preserving

· Churches support local growers for church events –bolster local sustainable agriculture from demand side

· Education on financial topics, also nutrition, job seeking, budgeting –Connect food pantry programs to this.

· Take advantage of time people waiting for other services to teach about health, food, nutrition, etc. - food pyramid, health recommendations

· Partner with cooperative extension

· Community gardens –which definition

· CSA: bring business into the equation as distribution location

· Gleaning: St. Andrews society

· Donation Station at Farmers Markets: donate @ $5 more

· Healthy Food Cooking and Preserving Classes

· Engage Food Distributors to donate to kitchens to repackage

· Educate

· Chicken coups for migrant farm workers – catch the fever from the NCCC

· Crock-pot cooking classes- raise funds for crock-pot purchases, collect recipes, educate cooks

· Food canning

· Interfaith collaboration on shared values / fundamental principles

· Marketing food security ministries and services outside the immediate walls of the house of worship – communicating that the ministry is for everyone

· Articulating and hearing what the community needs really are – instead of assuming what they are, asking “what do you need?”

· Sensitivity to the cultural mores that shape perceptions about food

· Partnering and researching pre-existing services and ministries instead of reinventing the wheel ( evaluating the assets and resources that already exist

· Sustained education paired with the outreach – for example: how do I cook this ingredient once I have it?

· Creation networks to glean unused produce from local gardens and gardeners 

· Recognizing the link between food and community

· Involving local governments in the food security issues – county health departments

· Utilizing pre-existing kitchens in faith communities

· Finding other sources of funding that are not primarily grant-based
· Making education a two-way street, i.e. learning about food from the people you serve 

· Addressing transportation limitations and opportunities

· It’s about community. Food ministry is secondary. The real issue is who we are in community with.

· Donation stations at farmers’ markets and grocery stores
· Transportation services to farmers’ markets and grocery stores

· Teaching food insecure about growing their own and how to find resources

· Health and nutrition education

· Educate congregations to look outward. Start with special events to create buy-in – moving towards lifestyle transformation

· Curriculum development in churches. Start with children ( youth ( adult. Social justice issues and age-appropriate activities

· Gardening together – churches, community members

· Focus on stewardship of creation
· “Who owns the pond?” (Teach a person to fish) -( Empower people.

· Produce food locally

· Community garden

· Raise awareness – this is “us”

· Nutrition education

· Reduce waste

· Increase access (e.g. CSA pick-up or market site)

· Shape moral imagination

· Mobile farmers markets

· Connect the dots (obesity, marketing, health, nutrition)

· Encourage community gardens and provide support for these projects
· Provide education on hunger and food injustices

· Address social injustices that contribute to poverty and hunger – address root causes

· Lead trips such as gleaning to provide youth with hands-on experience – all ages as well
· Empower communities through dialogue on shared visions on how to move forward to address issues of food justice

· Faith communities provide a grassroots means of creating positive social change and can exercise their voice in order to bring that change about  (public policy change) – however, faith communities do not always see food sustainability as a major issue and this needs to change

· Faith communities should expand their reach beyond just “taking care of their own” and hold a more inclusive notion of community that expands beyond their congregations – then sustainability becomes more of a local issue to churches and congregations
· Make / create good food to bring people together
· Create spaces where people can bring their whole selves

· You are what you eat. Food is a bridge and a celebration.

· Food as a commonality, shared connection, spiritual

· Food is a right – food security

· Food movement / food justice – should provide a variety of ways to plug in 

· Youth as leaders – young and older – elder wisdom as a teaching opportunity
· We need to know our whole community. (Many hidden issues here at home.)

· Cooperative organization: food production / skill sharing / shared values

· Using all  human capacity and skills

· Be flexible and open to change

· Food without proselytizing

· Vegetarian give more food for the amount of “energy” used

· Allow households to take what they need / will use

· Denominations need to partner to serve more people

· Intentional design for permaculture food crops, especially perennial crops. Include in design of new church sites

· Churches connect with regional Feeding America sites for FNS outreach

· Educated children and adults about necessary life skills and food self sufficiency

· Educate how to use the produce they’re getting – recipes, potlucks, etc.

· Interfaith solutions – “If you want to go far, go together.”
· Forums like CTTT, idea swaps (meet at farm)
· Showing films on food security, discussing

· Sharing readings from religious and other texts

· Generate capital to sustain food security – be conscious of where

· Teaching people to grow their own food – no such thing as a brown thumb

· Use technology appropriately, social networking – Balance  real and virtual worlds

· “Walk out talk,” vote with our dollars

· Connecting, working across generations – value knowledge and contributions of different generations

· Wake up to the waste and trash we are creating – think in terms of turning waste into resources – 0% waste
Question #2 – How can faith communities support thriving farms and food businesses?
· Support farm businesses

· CSA –church organizes farmers markets at the church

· Piedmont Local .com–online orders ( county employees deliver=mobile pantry

· community suppers using food from local farmers

· 10% campaign –what you normally spend on food you pledge how you’re going to spend that 10% to support local famer. –church sends out slyer to promote this

· community kitchens

· Weekly food meals/fellowship that use local foods

· Mini farmers market/distribution point for farmers

· Broaden concept of FC –include other outreach activities –college assoc.

· Community oriented (not necessarily “faith” oriented) meal, event market, educational seminar –re: food issues, cooking demo (for all ages)

· Day care of church grows food for selves

· Create innovative business solutions for farmers

· Raise awareness about local farms

· Allow farmers to use church parking lot (facilities)

· Distribute farm info

· Farm pick your own/CSA/tour

· Create food co-ops

· Policy to buy local

· Food into fellowship

· Relationships with farmers

· Go to farms build personal relationships

· Show “food” movies

· Take activist role

· Return to “village” culture

· Farm with farmers

· Food solar dehydration to extend the food season

· Give thanks: CELEBRATE THE HARVEST

· Use faith to promote collaboration

· Connect faith communities to food retailers

· Promote consumer education within local production systems

· Use faith to acknowledge local food traditions

· Reconnecting with food traditions within your faith 

· Don’t take food for granted

· Use faith to promote individual connection to the earth, growing, etc.

· Create new faith based traditions that support local food production and distribution

· Faith communities promoting good social and environmental stewardship

· Promote education on food issues and utilize local resources

· Local solutions better acknowledge local challenges

· Policy involvement at various levels 

· Educate at events, identify issues 

· Committee to get informed, report to congregation

· Workshops on agricultural topics

· Offer facilities (certified) for food processing/production

· Interfaith events centered on food and food production

· Provide space and time for farmers to sell (maybe other services?)

· Be CSA drop point

· Congregation purchase from local sources for events

· Provide forum for open dialogue on ag. Issues

· Be inclusive on these things

· Give feedback on consumer desires to local food businesses

· Church group crop mobs –or other work

· Source “Locally”: for House of Worship eating

· Modify menu for healthier and more ethical 

· CSA distribution location

· Cooperative of growers

· Crop mobs –help harvest

· Agricultural schools partner 

· Help build community –know your neighbor

· Tie back shared religious roots

· If your faith community is having a food event, buy it from local farmers and promote it

· Involve CSAs through faith communities

· Challenging donors of food drives in faith communities to give healthier food

· Getting to know farmers – recognizing the ones in your midst

· Recognizing urban farmers – repurposing unused space

· Patronize our members
· Education – the value of local food

· Congregation volunteer days at local farms

· Annual donation of produce to congregation

· Congregation as a CSA distribution center

· Farmers using congregation’s kitchen

· Youth and kids volunteer

· Education children

· Buy from local for congregation’s meals

· Bring creation into the church

· Adapt traditions to embrace the local

· Education about where food comes from

· Honor people who grow food

· Education about farmers and food businesses

· Distribution for CSAs

· Talk about why this is the work of faith communities – understand theological underpinnings – land, stewardship, justice, delight, creation, abundance

· Do we need to ask farms and farm businesses what they need?
· More communication – consumers knowing about farms – farmers knowing about consumer needs

· Understanding what food means culturally and spiritually

· Planting gardens is a bridge to understanding.

· Use of kitchen space for value-added products

· Committing to local food or 10% Campaign

· Youth groups – sell value-added farm products as fund raisers

· Purchase CSA’s (congregation-supported agriculture) and / or animals  - heifer project, food-faith-farms, revolving loan fund

· Support members of the congregation who are farmers

· Serve locally-grown food at church functions and meetings

· Promote conscious eating, healthy eating, “forty days of health and wholeness”

· Get creative – eating with fitness

· Encouraging congregation’s partners to partner with farms

· Community gardens

· Food is spiritual and relational.

· How can we enhance the success of farms and food businesses?
· Envision success. Ask! Connect!

· Church food operations buy locally

· Stewardship, Sabbath. Let the garden be the classroom.

· Teach about food politics, economics

· Connect generations.

· Educate about opportunities: gleaning, etc.

· Take groups to farmers markets

· Build curricula

· Connect churches to other movements: e.g. FAN (Farmworker Action Network)

· Advocate

· Worship and liturgy

· Buy from CSAs
· Network with each other

· Get to know CSAs and farmers markets

· Continue to promote local farmers and markets

· Volunteers for farming and gleaning

· Contracting with farmers

· Farmers donate extra to food bank

· Share farmer’s story

· Educating the community about these things

· Houses of worship showing movies about local farming

· Getting kids interested in farming, programs for kids – their parents will get involved

· Promote nutritional aspects of farming

· Connecting farmers to businesses

· Creating compost from waste both from individuals and businesses – Starbucks gives away coffee grounds

· Promote a culture of local buying of food for their functions

· People coming together to pray, meditate, do yoga, dance, design gardens

· Buy local! Covered dish with local foods 
· For religious celebrations and events – use local! Modeling ( practice what you preach

· Food discussion group ( Facilitate conversation

· Support CSAs

· Educate (hunger banquet) ( activism ( advocacy

· Providing land ( growing space ( kitchen

· Reframe conversations about food land and heritage

· Asset mapping – build on strengths

· CSAs

· Church as a center for disseminating information

· Advocating

· Building relationships

· Change the paradigm of the system

· Serve healthy and local foods at church functions
· Feeding ministries (short term)

· Education: how to grow our own food

· Church investment in land

· Shared spaces, accessible spaces

· Discernment process as a community

· Conversation: among churches, between urban and rural communities

· Systems of sharing versus consuming

· Collaboration

· Community forums

· Shop at local farms and food businesses

· Advertise

· Be a drop-off point for a CSA or food business

· Subscribe as a community to a CSA

· Educate about using “weird” veggies

· Join together with different faiths

· Working outdoors to connect, spiritual

· Psalm 24 lunch with ingredients grown

· General education

· Use power of church to buy local, sustainable

· In-kind donations, legal, credit, volunteer

· Help start-up businesses, stores to increase food access in food insecure places

· Pay what you can as a group, with minimum total amount set by farmer

· Advocacy, plug into policy to support mid-scale farmers, keep farmers on the land

· Avoid us versus them, don’t demonize big farmers

· Small changes on big farms can be valuable

· Networking, stimulates new ideas, interfaith, bridge-building

EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA
Question 1: How can faith communities create transformative food ministries that build long-term food security in urban and rural communities?

· Saber que clases de alimentos consumimos y saber donde los compramos para nuestra seguridad a corto y largo plazo. To know what types of foods we consume and to know where we buy our food for our security in the short and long term.
· La participación de las comunidades de fe en la identificación de las comunidades que tienen necesidades o inseguridad de alimentación. The participation of communities of faith in the identification of communities that have needs or are food insecure.
· Adoptar y promover la idea de soberanía de la alimentación y que es el derecho humano de cada persona poder alimentarse con su propio esfuerzo si así lo desea. To adopt and promote the idea of food sovereignty and that it is the human right of every person to be able to feed their self by their own effort if they so desire.
· Las comunidades de fe sean el enlace entre los recursos que permitirían a las comunidades de necesidad serian capaces de mantenerse “abono, terrenos, semillas, cocina comunitaria, etc. Etc. Communities of faith are the link between the resources that permit communities in need to be able to maintain “fertilizer, land, seeds, community cuisine, etc. etc.”
· Increase awareness about food issues

· Develop alternatives (grassroots level) –Gather input from those affected by agriculture process (pesticide use)

· Create a network to build advocacy with EVERYONE about this issue

· Leaders within the faith community are needed to influence positive change

· Faith community can utilize their resources (time, space, people) to develop community gardens, food banks, raising awareness, providing education and information to the community.

· Investing in teaching skills.

· pray

· community gardens

· soup kitchens

· telling people/inclusiveness/asking for help

· assessing need/resources

· gleaning

· information networks

· connecting needs with resources

· education

· emphasis on community

· communication strategies between disparate groups

· get people to talk. And active listening.

· providing information that can be used by the people who need it

· simple gardening information/training/demonstrations

· faith communities can provide on-going sustainability leadership/keeping it going

· Buy from local, small family farms, -economic extend past holidays, yearlong issue

· Rural committee- get farmer to be on steering committee

· Change mindset of transplant minister –raise awareness

· Importance of leadership; working together, set objectives

· Strategic plan in place

· Short term goals, long term goals

· Grow once implemented and in place

· Change mindset of community re: food

· Encourage co-ops

· Education to inform about carbon footprint, economics, sustainability

· Develop partnerships –restaurants, schools, chefs , local celebrities, businesses, food banks, other churches, ad campaign, social media, and traditional

· Change mindset, regulations of governmental agencies
· cooking/buying clubs
· education at nutritional exponent/serving size

· cooking in bulk nutritiously

· coupling food distribution 

· fellowships=eating properly prepare meals, bad vs. good edu.

· interchurch outreach –offer counseling (financial literacy)

· redirection of education

· collaboration (tailoring info)

· food sale (support among communities)

· mobile market

· sharing/partnering with others to create a win-win establishment

· dinner swaps: residents cook different nights (assemble)

· Meet the community horizontally (vs. vertically) 
· With an eye towards dismantling racism, classism, etc.
· Be “insiders,” grow food where you’re at
· Create and maintain space(s) for ongoing conversation with all community constituents (avoids paternalism, conservatism)
· Also take rules of engagement within community, and direct those outward towards people who aren’t part of your “community of faith”

· Draw on church’s (/institution’s) longevity and use it to make plans longer-term and more sustainable

· Use land holdings, capital, infrastructure

· Focus on “inreach” instead of outreach

· Rescue missions that grow their own food

· Beneficiaries and benefactors BOTH be members –equal members –of your community

· Not just local but sustainable –perennial

· Distribute not just food but knowledge/means of empowerment

· Make food/shelter/empowerment CENTRAL to community conversations, not just the outreach offshoot branch of a faith community

· raise awareness about hunger and “food security”

· improve access to safe (toxic-free) food

· sharing with others

· create/operate food pantries

· increase access to land

· raise self-esteem (capacity of community)

· increase charitable orientation of general public

· increase honesty

· buy local –from local growers

· raise awareness about food we choose to eat and how it affects our health, economy and weather

· build regional food network (“food-shed”)

Question #2: How can faith communities support thriving local farms?

· Spread the word about local farms and local food businesses

· Donando semillas, plantitas, en entrenamiento para que la gente sepa cultivarlos para que puedan tener sus propios cultivos. Donating seeds, seedling plants, in training so that people know how to cultivate them so that they are able to have their own cultivated plants.
· Allow local farmers to sell their produce/products on church property (farmer/faith market). Another place to sell their goods.

· Require that food offered at church events come from local farms/food businesses.

· Church youth activities to train youth about food and food systems and promote local food production systems. 

· Encourage parishioners to learn about farming and agriculture –importance of connection to land to food security.

· Faith community (FC) can develop partnerships between local farmers and their congregation.

· FC can encourage their members to support/shop at local farms.

· Provide lists of local farms/businesses to their members.

· Educate members about the importance of supporting local famers.

· FC members (church field trips) can visit farms/(pick your own).

· FC could purchase food from local farms for their ministry outreach (soup kitchen and church dinners).

· support gleaning

· conscious consumption (identify and support growers who do good in addressing food scarcity and environmental concerns

· visit farm stands, farmers’ markets

· use local, fresh resources for church activities

· plant edible trees, blueberry plants

· planning farm visits and tours (education on growing conditions; put a face on how food is produced

· supporting farm tours

· supporting arts of cooking

· support gardening at schools and use of fresh, local foods in school consumption

· Faith communities can provide leadership, especially if done on interfaith/inter congregation organized basis. 

· Harvest festivals ( recognize food worker contributions 

· Farmworker weeks

· Visits to migrant/seasonal worker locations; support good growers and support the workers on farms where conditions are not as good. Spot light local growers.

· Venue for workshops and educational events.

· Teach techniques of food preservation.

· Support use of land for agriculture, population density initiatives.

· Patronize those

· Start CSA’s

· See benefit of improved health through better nutrition

· Increase availability

· Make easy to access and prepare food items

· Tailgate farmers’ markets

· Provide fresh, healthy food in daycare setting, schools

· Conscientious effort to make the change 

· Create ministries, better stewards of our bodies and the earth

· eat local/buy local
· boycott imported foods

· raising awareness and promote buying seasonal foods

· encouraging home growing/cooking

· holistic approach (Creation Care)

· marketing Radio/News advertisements

· link nutrition with economics

· bringing products in house via networking

· testimonials (sharing info about what’s happening within the community

· teaching “how to cook” and “how to grow”

· Churches should host tail gate markets, churches with commercial scale kitchens should allow it to be used by others

· Ask for donations, equipment, knowledge, labor and financial support

· Churches should ask for collection to raise money for equipment, labor and skills to help build gardens or support local farmers

· Churches could buy food from local farmers

· Labor exchange between a church and a farm, like a co-op or a membership. Church members can get food from a farm and compensate the farmer with labor or money or equipment or some combination. It’s a co-op arrangement, they can help each other.

WESTERN NC

How can faith communities create transformative ministries that build long-term food security in both urban and rural communities?

· Become ag literate 

· Planting a garden

· Connecting Eucharist with eating – Seder, religious ritual, faith

· Tying words of Bible to action in community

· Share resources (building, knowledge, $, land, buses) without ownership

· Leave your comfort zone

· Being models – reconnecting with each other, creation, the earth, where food comes from

· Keep open hearts, open minds, open doors,

· Stay consistent – keep with what you start

· Be transparent – no hidden agendas

· Channeling energy – political action – other groups with common goals (doing agriculture)

· Education through experience with growing things

· Share the bounty

· Helping the church understand that food insecurity issues exit

· Thru beauty and creation

· Identify purpose and clear vision – for plot, crops - feedback loop, share accomplishments

· Partner in community

· Practice what you preach

· Start engagement at a young age, learning by doing,  age appropriate

· Cooking classes. Teach specifics involving local food

· Intergenerational learning

· Empower people where they are

· Be advocates – for yourself, your community and for those who have no voice

· Do it, don’t just say it.

· Don’t get stuck in “what if?”

· Bridge gaps / Remove barriers between urban and rural communities

· Communicate / collaborate / ASSESS EXISTING NEEDS and respond to them
· Engage children and youth ( elicit creativity

· Education about food security issues

· Support for folks to pursue other education / opportunities (outside the church but related to food)

· Connecting food insecure folks with food projects

· Support local farmers ( creating a network so that people know how to obtain local food

· Network individual faith communities

· More local food production ( Congregation gardens ( Education and resources for folks to grow food at home

· Share meals!! ( community building

· Do something – then build on education

· Acknowledge that food insecurity is people without access to food, lack local grown food

· Share the wealth: Land, seeds, equipment, knowledge, produce, building relationships

· Facilitate amongst community

· Share the joy in community

· Definition of food insecurity – obvious and obscure

· Land share program – Another mode of connection

· Share the harvest

· Have fun!

· Support MANNA Food Bank!

· Connect people with land. Everyone growing something

· Commitment of church to allow use of facility – used for education

· Allow non-congregants to help! Take Jesus to people.

· Remember to eat as a community!

· Unite churches in a meal re: food security

· Agents of change – Action: growing items, hunger event, info on who grew

· Protein replacement

· Insects

· Promote home-based growing – farming on what you can do

· Churches partner with farmers for CSA

· Nutritional education from infants up

· School gardens – church

· Gleaning

· Learning to can and freeze

· Church to acknowledge there is a problem – create a space! – Discuss in a nonthreatening environment

· Make info available – ways to get involved – ways to get help

· Discuss urban & rural 

· Facilitate help for policy changes (ex: obtaining permission) in public housing – tool sharing – needs to be someone who is detail oriented

· Be the example you want youth to follow - leave and stretch ourselves outside our comfort zones

· Genuine care, not programs, helps and changes. Love transforms!

· Show unity by forming coalitions between unlikely partners

· Teaching canning, food preservation, healthy food practices

· Slow food, food security

· Networking

· Local food guide

· Ability to relate to the broader community through food

· Community gardens – connectivity between those who know how to grow and those who want and need to receive that knowledge

· Turning table food into table fellowship

· Take a risk!

· See your land as God’s property

· Be the body, not just the building

· Get involved by modeling good behavior

· Long-term food security – locally grown – join the 10% campaign

· People don’t understand food! Where does food come from?

· Sharing resources! Find out what they need and support them.

· Gratitude – Communicate interconnectedness of food. Retool our theology instead of taking; sharing

· Transformative ministry – caring for community – a space for people in community to care for one another

· Bringing rural and urban communities together – How do we build a bridge between two communities? ( Local food guide ( Using connections in church, synagogue, mosque, etc. that already exist.

· Redistribution of knowledge about growing local foods

· Faith communities hosting a cooking seasonal food workshop, teaching about canning

· Eating together (common ground)

· Accessibility – break down barriers (communication)

· Networking

· Supporting existing local food initiatives (“How can we help?”)

· Intergenerational – model for the youth (Sunday school, classrooms, summer camps)

· Build a garden

· Alternative food resources

· Education (Economics ( Health

· Meeting needs

· Using church kitchen for teaching

· Recognize the problem exists: food insecurity, people without access: poor, people without paper – lack of local grown

· “Dow the math” – how much do we need to grow to feed everyone?

· Church to acknowledge, 2) Give it priority

· Move forward before everyone is in agreement – first step. Educate along the way. Find the passionate one.

· Ways to create food security – look for opportunity

· Find community – partner with community – empower your community 

· Recognize resources – unused land, people out of work

· Indentify need – empower people to use space

· Start to have conversations – a few motivated people ( tap into knowledge base (tobacco farmers)

· Create forum for discussion

· Everyone should grow something (real food)

· Like idea of creating connections through church

· Land share program – big in Britain – I have land. You grow on it.

· Church needs to give up ownership

· Church members have large amount of land

· Use your grass cutting bill

· People don’t know they are food insecure – cant walk to the grocery store ( you’re food insecure

· How to support more sustainable growing

· Large greenhouses

· Pastors are integral – need to preach and practice

· Work with community members and organizations

· Support food banks and pantries and soup kitchens and schools

· Education – why it’s good to buy local, how to use food, fresh food

· Live our faith – put your money local – 10% food budget, buy local

· Make own space/church/congregation buy local and sustainable

· Open doors of the church

· Taking risks
· Church become community center – be the body, not just the building

· Investigate vacant spaces

· Get community to be invested

· Put food banks out of business – Empower people to no longer use service

· People in poverty growing own food

· Help kids understand and share
· Connecting members to things going on – sharing info

· Using talents and creativity of people in churches

· Empower service seekers to change the community

· Acknowledge there’s a problem

· Congregation leaders be vocal

· Passionate leader – lay (preferably) or clergy (but jointly)

· Unified purpose

· Resources different faith communities have – use in conjunction

· Utilizing pre-existing networks and being open to new additions

· Not to do: Numbers gathering/congregation growing – Don’t try to get members out of it

· Projects coming into neighborhood need community partnerships

· Invite local community to participate – neighbors

· Adopt Fred’s statement – become ag literate, churches plant gardens, Eucharist part of it – being grateful for food

· We are not food insecure
· Preparation

· Eat together

· Partner with existing – don’t recreate the wheel

· Needs assessment – don’t overlap

· Communities come together for resource

· There is an abundance

· Recognize and distribute abundance of creation, value of plants

· Do a resource assessment utilizing technology – assess resources and lack of resources – don’t overlap – learn what neighbors are doing

· Just do it – ripple effect – do something small and get talking about it

· Small plots throughout the community – different approach to sustainable atmosphere

· Let people experience creation

· Think locally – think globally, act locally

· Why talk about carbon and not suffering?

· Connected to other people’s suffering – our economy and cheap abundance

· Think about less fortunate in our community







